As their architect came out they crowded round, workmen of every rank
from sweepers to foremen of 'the trades', laughing, weeping, wanting
awkwardly to shake hands—foreign fashion. They had learned 'aw-right',
and mingled it now with 'arigato' and 'sayonara Wrieto-San'.
Too much, and 'Wrieto-San' broke. They followed the car down along
Hibiya way to the station, running, shouting 'Banzai, Wrieto-San, banzai!*
The dock at Yokohama, eighteen miles away, was reached by train, to
find that sixty of the foremen had paid their way down from Tokio to
shout again and wave good-bye, while they faded from sight as the ship
went down the bay. Such people! Where else in all the world would such
touching warmth of kindness in faithfulness be probable or even possible?
Two years later—1925—in Los Angeles. News of terrible disaster
shouted in the streets. Tokio and Yokohama wiped out! The most terrible
temblor of all history!
Appalling details came day after day. Nothing human, it seemed, could
have withstood the cataclysm. Too anxious to get any sleep I tried to get
news of the fate of the New Imperial, of Shugio, Endo, San Hayashi, the
Baron, and the host of friends I had left over there. Finally, the third night
and about two in the morning the telephone bell rang. The Examiner
wished to inform me that the Imperial Hotel was completely destroyed.
My heart sank but I laughed, 'How did they know? The night editor read
the dispatch, a list of Imperial University, Imperial Theatre, Imperial
Hospital, Imperial this and Imperial that.
*You see/ I said, 'how easy it is to get the Imperial Hotel mixed with
the other Imperials? I am sure if anything is above ground in Tokio it is
that building. If you print its destruction as "news" you will have to
retract.'
Then- turn to laugh and hang up the receiver. Ten days of uncertainty
and conflicting reports, for during most of that time direct communication
was cut off. Then a cablegram .. .
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